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Islam and the Muslimin have, for over a century, filled those in the so-called West 
with a sort of irrational perception of what Islam means and what it means to be a 
Muslim - Western Civilization as we know it coming to age after the Crusades, as 
well. With the fall of communism and the Soviet Union, this feeling came back to 
the forefront and Islam very smoothly took on the role communism played during 
the Cold War (which was a war that two imperial powers threatened the entire 
planet with nuclear destruction for the sake of tawaghit). After 9/11 the matter 
exabarrated and the West was back to its obsessive and insecure nature toward 
anything related to Islam (because it is a threat). Since then, those who wish to cover 
up the deeply rooted trenches between Islam and the West have been out in full 
force. This book is no different. Its author, Shadi Hamid, according to his testimony 
against himself, is a murtadd kafir, as he has no qualms in saying he is a liberal 
democrat (lower case “d’, as he makes a point to mention) and a Muslim at the same 
time. Complete ignorance of Islam and what it means to be a Muslim; wallahul- 
musta‘an. 


Here I would want to briefly mention the absurdity of claims to Islam from people 
who have no scent from it left on them — if it was ever there. The proofs from the 
Quran, the Sunnah, and not just selected speech of scholars but their consensuses, 
are very clear on the issue of apostasy and the reality of iman. This as it may, they do 
not care. In the book in question not one ayah from the Quran was brought to 
substantiate his various claims nor any authoritative, scholarly work; they simply do 
not care for proofs. The reason for this, if we speak broadly, is due to Allah 
misguiding them and blinding their hearts due, without a doubt, to what they have 
done. Why this is so could be for various reasons: arrogance and insincerity being the 


two main ones that if you look around to the mushrikin, kafirin, murtaddin, 
mubtadi‘in, would all have in common. To the innovators (whether major or minor) 
today in the West and also in the East, being Muslim is just a claim one makes while 
continuously belying that claim with one’s speech and actions. If you look at it just 
from a rational perspective, it is like one claiming he loves his wife while he beats her, 
cheats on her, doesn’t provide for her, etc. However, he says that he loves her. Would 
anyone accept such a claim or would everyone agree the man is a liar? 


A man saying he is a Muslim and then saying he is a liberal democrat is equivalent to 
saying one is a Muslim but was also Christian; it is belying that claim with your 
speech, just as the one who claims to be a Muslim but then works within the system 
of democracy has belied his claim through his actions. “Faith” as it is known in the 
West is not “faith” as it is known in Islam. “Faith” is not something that merely stays 
in one’s heart with no actions to show that faith. “Faith” in this context is like the 
words ‘tasdiq’ and ‘igrar’ and ‘ma’rifah’ in Arabic. While the word ‘iman’ is 
something totally different. Not like our opponents care, but there are ample sources 
from the Quran, the Sunnah, and from the scholars of the first three generations not 
only refuting the claim that “faith” is just acknowledgement (iqrar) or knowledge 
(ma’rifah) or a matter of the heart (tasdiq), but declaring the kufr of whomever 
believes that to be the case — not to mention the works of the scholars who followed 
them up to our time now. (See the various authorities on creed from the Salaf as- 


Salih). 


The book by Shadi al-murtadd is essentially a continuation of the various works that 
(futilely) attempt to reinterpret Islam for it co-exist in the existing Westphalian 
world order. It is a “RAND” style book in this way. So here he is making the case 
that if you (the West and their secular donkeys in the East) do not let the so-called 
Islamists (which is a term usually coined in reference to murtadd political parties 
who use Islam to gain support from the ignorant) participate in democracy, then, do 
not expect stability in the region. He brings the cases of Egypt and the Murtadd 
Brotherhood, Turkey and Erdogan’s party, and the happenings in Tunisia, as case 
studies. On this point tracing some of its history the book is good and one gains 
some insight. 


The book is named ‘Islamic Exceptionalism’ because the case is brought that unlike 
Christianity, Islam has always played a role in rule or ‘politics’ with a large corpus of 
well founded works about the issue of governance which source is rooted in the 
Quran and Sunnah. And this has no foundation in Christianity and even if they 
wanted to rule by ‘the Gospels’, they could not. Thus the point is made that those 
who think that Islam will follow the path of Christianity and leave the sphere of 
ruling and governance will be disappointed. 


In short, the book is full of kufr and riddah, but gives some good reading into the 
realities of the murtadd parties in Egypt, Tunisia, and Turkey, and how they have 
had to compromise on their proclaimed fundamentals for the sake of power, and 
how Islam will continue to play a major role in the region. 


